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rural to urban eliminating 
any need for the ditch, 
Art J. Lee, county high 

'way administrator, said the 
ditch is no longer function 
ing. The bed of Rice Lake is [/now a marsh that cannot be 
farmed, said Raymond Haik, 
an attorney for Maple Grove. 
Haik said there are about 

225 acres in the center of the 
lake bed which are covered 
'by.three feet of water and 
4inhabited mostly by ducks. 

SEVERAL landowners 
around the lake bed said the 
land was too swampy to 
farm, One farmer said he had 
lost a horse in the bogs and 
another said he had lost a 
.tractor. 

But Homier Graton, who 
runs a vegetable farm on the 
east side of the lake bed, 
claimed that he would lose 
40 or 50 acres he is now 
farming if the lake area is 
flooded again. 
Richard H. Reimer, Maple 

Grove mayor, said most 
'farmers in the area are hav 
ing their land rezoned for 
future housing developments. 
Hennepin County has] 
pledged $11,000 to get the!, r]Rice Lake project started.,ti 

r Haik said that Maple Grove]' 
'hopes to get more money' 


