Rice Lake Winter Aeration Diffuser extension completed in 2025

Background: When Rice Lake conducts periodic drawdowns to eradicate non-native invasive aquatic
plants like Curlyleaf Pondweed and Eurasian Watermilfoil, the original winter aeration system was not
extending out far enough into the water to provide adequate oxygen levels. In the fall of 2025, the winter
aeration system was extended out another 650’ for a total of 1,000’ from the shoreline. This puts the
diffusersin 9’ of water (at least 4’ during a drawdown), which should be sufficient to provide oxygen to the
water and maintain the fish population.

This project was completed by 10000 Lakes using the existing pump box with larger diameter hoses to
reach the greater distance with 4 weighted diffuser heads. It was successfully tested with the 2025-2026
drawdown as no noticeable fish winterkill was observed.

WARNING: Boaters are asked to avoid anchoring in the immediate area of the diffuser locations
shown below (see geographical coordinates).

Coordinates for the 2025 extended diffuser locations:
e #1at45.1177667, -93.4743167
e #2at45.1175500, -93.4745833
e #3at45.1173333, -93.4746333
e #4at45.1172500, -93.4749000

Aerial View of the diffuser locations (old ones in blue; new ones in red)
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